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SUBJECT: SOUTHERN AFRICAN REFUGEE STUDENT PROGRAMS 
REF: STATE 129063 

1. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT CHIEF PURPOSE AT PRESENT OF 
SUBJECT PROGRAMS IS TO SERVE AS TOKEN OF US CONCERN FOR 
FUTURE OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEPENDENCIES. TOKEN NATURE 
OF PROGRAMS IS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED IN INDEPENDENT 
AFRICA. THUS, AS AFRICAN SUPPORT FOR LIBERATION BECOMES 
INCREASINGLY STRONG IT BECOMES MORE AND MORE DIFFICULT 
TO SPUR AFRICAN INTEREST IN TAKING PART. SPECIAL CON- 
DITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION ADD TO DIFFICULTY. HOWEVER. 

AS DEPT POINTS OUT, THEIR ABANDONMENT MIGHT BE INTER- 
PRETED AS DECLINE OF USG COMMITMENT TO SELF DETERMINATION 
IN AFRICAN TERRITORIES. 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES PROGRAMS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO REMAIN 
IN BEING IN SUBSTANTIALLY PRESENT FORM BUT WITHOUT 
SPECIAL EFFORT TO ACHIEVE GREATER UTILIZATION. 
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